Mr. Nolen
Language Arts

2015-2016
Introduction and Classroom Guidelines

In order to maintain a safe and productive learning environment, some general guidelines must be established. All rules within the building and classrooms are for the benefit of both students and teachers and are implemented for the promotion of a great academic setting for students.  While the following list is by no means extensive, I have included some general guidelines and procedures to be followed in my classroom. The rules outlined in this document will be the standard to which we all adhere throughout the school year. 

General Interactions

All interactions with others should be conducted in a respectful manner. This includes both relations with the instructor and other students. In order to maintain a favorable classroom environment, we will follow several guidelines. 


1. All comments about other students, instructors, administrators, and staff should focus on the positive.

2. Constructive criticism can be vital to personal growth. 

3. A safe physical and emotional environment should be maintained at all times.


4. Problems should be brought to the instructor's attention in order to be addressed quickly.

To show respect: (1) students will not interrupt or disrupt the instructor while he is speaking; (2) students will wait to speak until granted permission by the instructor or others who are leading the class; and (3) students will remain on task throughout the class period by participating in classroom discussions, attending to lectures, following directives, making meaningful contributions, etc.

Infractions

8th grade rules are as follows:

1. Use appropriate classroom behavior and self-discipline.

2. Be prepared for instruction.

3. Arrive to class on time.

4. Cover all textbooks with paper covers.

5. Practice academic honesty.

6. Follow all rules in the student handbook.

8th grade mark system:

· First infraction- Warning

· Second infraction- Academic review

· Third infraction- Conference

· Fourth infraction- Referral

***Privileges can also be reduced with each mark
Assignments and Grading Policies

· Regular assessments will be given and will take on many forms. I will make use of quizzes, tests, group and individual projects, presentations, homework, writing assignments, and portfolios. I rarely, if ever, make use of extra credit.

· All assessments will be graded using the building's established grading scale.
· Guidelines and a rubric will be provided for larger assignments. These will be provided long before the assignment is due and will outline the specific requirements and grading criteria. Larger projects and assignments will be used each nine weeks and will be completed primarily using time outside of class.
· Written homework will be assigned each week and will be graded the day after it is assigned unless stated otherwise. Written homework will usually include taking notes, completing application items or completing study questions. (5-10 points)
· Homework will not be accepted later than one day past the due date except in cases of excused absences. Students who submit homework one day late will receive half credit.  Projects and other larger assignments turned in one day late will receive a 25% deduction or two days late a 50% deduction.
· If you are absent, YOU are responsible for your make-up work. I will give occasional reminders regarding missing assignments or makeup work, but ultimately it is your responsibility to get the work turned in.
· Reading quizzes and pop quizzes will be used on a regular basis. These will be used to monitor student progress, comprehension of reading assignments, and levels of engagement with classroom activities and assignments.
· Students will have the opportunity to earn bonus points at the end of the nine weeks by submitting unused “Marks System” slips.
Miscellaneous Policies

· Trips outside the classroom should be limited to emergencies. Please get a drink or go to the restroom before coming to class. You must have a pass in order to leave class. You will make use of the passes located in your planner.
· Keep your hands off the property of others. 
· Do not throw any objects, including trash, for any reason. 
· Come to class prepared. Once we establish a routine, you will have a general idea of what is expected of you at the beginning of class, so please be ready to start once the bell sounds. Students will not be excused from class to obtain homework assignments or materials for class.
· Once we settle in for the year, you will need to sit in your assigned seat. 

Materials Needed for English Class (Please bring the following supplies with you to class everyday)
1. A three-ring binder specifically designated for "English stuff" with properly marked dividing tabs
2.   Loose-leaf paper in your binder specifically designated for "English stuff"
3.   Independent reading/ AR book
4.   Pen or pencil
5.   Textbook or supplemental text
Other Stuff
· Please keep the aisles clear. "Land Mines" make for a dangerous setting, so keep books, binders, and other belongings under your desk. 
· Participate. If you stay involved and put forth the effort, you will succeed.
Schedule

My daily schedule is as follows:

Period 1= Team Planning


Period 2= Language Arts
Period 3= Language Arts Lab

Period 4= Language Arts
Period 5= Language Arts Lab

Period 6= Lunch
Period 7= Language Arts

 
Period 8= Language Arts Lab
Period 9= Planning

Contact Info.

School- (330) 875-5597


Email- nolen@louisville.sparcc.org         
 
Website- jnolen.weebly.com
I plan to have a great year… I hope you do as well.        Go Leopards!
I recognize the great importance and responsibility that goes along with my job. I will work diligently to provide a learning environment where all students can succeed. 

By signing below, the student and parent/ guardian acknowledge that they have read the guidelines for Mr. Nolen's class and will agree to the procedures outlined in this document.

Student signature ____________________________________________________________

Parent/ guardian signature _____________________________________________________

To be signed and returned to class by Friday, August 28, 2015.
